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RECONSTRUCTING NATION CHARACTER THROUGH TEACHER’S
LANGUAGE USE
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STAIN Batusangkar
suswatiamor(@gmail.com

Abstract

Indonesia is faced with many problems, one of which is moral decadency. Many young people of Indonesia
seem to not know where to go. They get lost in “forest” of what is called globalization. As a result, they tend to
imitate what they see and what they hearwithout thinking them deeply. The ways foreigners, especially western
people behave, dress and speak either in cyber, real world or ass media tend to be directly imitated since those
ways are considered better than their owns. In other words, whatever comes to Indonesia from outside is
considered better than their own. This gradually makes the young people of Indonesia begin to leave their own
cultures, even the good ones.This tendency, of course,breaks the character of Indonesian people who are
well-known for their politeness in behaving and in communicating. In communicating with other people,
especially the elder ones, Indonesian people used to speak politely. This character of communication has begun
to vanish in the world of young generation. Many school-children, nowadays, tend to speak the way their idols
speak. Unfortunately, some of those whom they consider as idols are film-artists and foreigners who tend to
speak uncontrollably. Therefore, reconstructing nation character is a must and it can be actualized through
the use of language.

Keyword: nation character, reconstructing, teachers’ language use

A. INTRODUCTION

Indonesian people have long been well-known for their good characters. They are considered as
friendly, helpful, diligent, cooperative and to have many other positive characters. They welcome and greet
strangers whom they do not know, even those coming from foreign countries. They love to help others who
need it. They love to work. One proverb from Minangkabau says “Capek kaki ringan tangan”. The proverb
shows how Indonesian people, especially Minangkabau people, used to do their works without being ordered
to.

In doing social works, Indonesian people used to do the works together by cooperating to each other.
About forty years ago or so, it was really common to see people who cooperated to finish many public works,
such as in building new houses, making new roads, or cultivating rice-fields. Those works were done for the
betterment of all of the villagers. In making public decisions, they made them based on the agreement of most
of them, if not ofall of them. Another proverb which also shows how they cooperated in making a decision is:
“Bulek aie dek pambuluah, bulek kato dek mupakaik”.

Another positive character which used to be owned by Minangkabau people as the citizens of Indonesia
was that people know what to talk, to whom, where, when, why, and how. In other words, they respected
others through their language uses. The well-known proverb from Minangkabau says *Tau di nan ampek, kato
mandaki, kato manurun, kato malereng dan kato mandata”. “Kato mandaki” is used when talking to elder
people. “Kato manurun” is used when talking to younger people. “Kato mandata’ is used when talking to those
of the same ages. “Kato malereng” is used when talking to those whom the speaker has marital relationship,
such as, to son-in =-law, daughter-in —law, and etc. "Tau di nan ampek” is a basic principle that all
Minangkabau people must follow to be considered polite and accepted in the community of the tribe. The same
case also happens to other tribes which form the nation of Indonesia.

The characters which reflect the personalities or characters of Indonesian people, as mentioned above,
seem to have disappeared from the earth of Indonesia. The same is true for the character which em phasizes the
culture of respecting others through language use. Based on the writer’s long observation toward languace uses
by Indonesian young generation in real-life communications, and in mass-media communications, such as, in
TV, internets, newspapers and some magazines, the character of using “appropriate and acceptable” language
seem to have vanished. Language uses by jokers, artists, singers and others in TV or in reality gradually ruin
the good character in today’s young generation. This condition must be stopped. Indonesian nation character
must be reconstructed. How to do it? One of the ways is by teachers’ socializing good languages among the
young generation (students). In other words, the reconstruction of Indonesian nation character will be
actualized through teacher’s using good languages in his or her classrooms. This paper, therefore, discusses
the reconstruction of Indonesian nation character through teacher’s language use.
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g. THE IMPORTANCE OF TEACHER'S e
STUDENTS’ CHARACTERS IER’S LANGUAGE USE IN BUILDING

Why is teachers” language use important in b ildi
reachers, are the models for children. At home p'lre:l: ‘(kl,ng students® characters? Adults, including parents and
children tend to imitate their teachers’ bcl1nv;or; irlw :St t;hﬂvmrs'nrc it by thelr cidren: At setiooliy
spcnd more time outside, much more of c:hildrt:,n‘s('t'mL l‘n:g. e |<'lng.unge o In todsy’s era th.n, NS
teachers play a more important role in educating lhcl C|l1j;tl I's thent With their teachers at schoo i.hm, e
nodels for their students. Therefore, the teachers sho lllik I‘En: In other wnrds,.tcmhcrs‘ characters WI![ t?c the
by the students. One of the good characters is in 1‘|sinl¢l:(| Pt.l‘f'orm e b?hﬂvmrlq b Ch.aractcrs L b.e "T".mwd
whose communicative role is to display infoﬁnaliou i 'im.g“d.gc' A;cordmg lOIS‘(fhiffl’ln “”4.) an md"@”“'
display information. Goffman’s in Schiffrin (1994 3};(;] “F"’T = :lengd i ‘?'”"“‘"‘ capecibioe hy.whnc_h o
and information given-off. Information given ref e e o

e rondl B aimtther T Y . ers to information intentionally emitted by a person an-d
i) manner intended by the actor. Information given-off, on the other hand, is
informatl()ﬂ interpreted for meaning by a recipient even though the sender does no’t intend to convey that
meaning.

_ In the context (_’f cha.racter building, teachers play a very vital communicative role. The information
given by the teachers in then_‘ classrooms should be focused on their students’ character building. Therefore,
they should be really careful in choosing words to be used. Richards (2001: 4-5) points out that what words to
be taught de.:pends on the objective of the course and the amount of time available. Moreover, he mentions
seven criteria for vocabulary selection: word frequency, word’s range or dispersion, teach-ability, similarity,
availability, coverage, and defining power.

Wilkins (1978: 217) states that language teaching decisions have to be taken at many different levels:
defining the goals of learning, determining the broad methodological approach, assessing the value of
particular techniques and organizing the language content.

Helen H. Douglas in Samani and Hariyanto (2013: 41) states “Character isn’t inherited. One builds its
daily by the way one thinks and acts, thought by thought, action by action”. Muslich (2011: 44) states that
cducation is a medium for the transformation cultural values, the enforcement of social relationship among
citizens, and the development of science to solidify human civilization.

C. HOW TEACHER’S LANGUAGE USE BUILDS STUDENTS’ CHARACTERS

Whorf in Coupland and Jaworsky (1997: 458) points out “Our linguistically determined thought world
a0t only collaborates with our cultural idols and ideals, but engages even our unconscious personal reactions in
its patterns and gives them certain typical character.

The statement shows how our cultural idols and ideals influence our characters. Therefore, teachers
should make themselves be models in using language for their students.

Language Socialization theory (LS theory) which is an interactionist theory views social interaction as
crucial to the acquisition of language. According to LS theory the relationship between language and
socialization is twofold: socialization to use language and socialization through the use of language (Ochs &
Schieffelin, 1984; Schieffelin & Ochs, 1986a, 1986b).  Socialization through the use of language refers to
“the process by which learners acquire knowledge of culture in question as well as of their status and role and
their associated rights and obligations as they learn the language” (Dufon: 2008: 27). Thus, the language forms
that are chosen, the functions of the forms and the context in which they occur carry implicit messages
regarding the value, beliefs, attitudes, and world view of the speech community in question toward the situation
and participants in any given interaction. ) )

Socialization through the use of language refers to the process py whl_ch learners acquire knowledge of
the culture in question as well as of their status and role and their azssocmted rights and obligations as tl_\&)f learn
the lapguage (Dufon: 2008: 27). Therefore, to build the students charac‘t;rgsthe teac.hers should socialize the
use of good language. Moreover, Stetsenko N Lantolf and Thorne (20051- : ) states: o

The child makes progress under the guidance of an adull_because the latter, as a representative of

human culture, provides the child with new, more efficient cultural tqols. T'hese cultural Fool‘s,

mostly signs and symbols, have to be introduced first on the exte'rn_al_, interpersonal level (i.e. in

the child-adult shared interaction), because these t.ools' are...activities th.at have to 'be actively

played out and reproduced in the course of interaction in order for the c!uld to acquire them. In

the course of such interactions, an adult introduces and reyeals the mcar;mﬁe, and fuilctlgn of new
cultural 10ols to the child, as well as ways 10 operate with the help of these tools. Gradually,

— internalized by the child, thus constituting the child’s advanced cognitive
i ... 8
functioning.

Mclnnerney and McInnerney (1998: 8) expla
lake the form of a sensory experience related to the cor

al, feel, smell or taste something.

ins that introducing effective learning experiences can
(tent to be covered; Students may be asked to hear, look

459



Proceeding of the Third International Serminar on Languages ang Arts
Padang. October 17-18, 2014

—

The value of the use of language to transmit information is well embedded in our cultural mylh(_)lngy,
According to Brown and Yule (1983), the faculty of language has enabled the human race to develop diverse
cultures, each with its distinctive social customs, religious observances, laws, oral traditions, patterns of
trading, and so on. o _

Malinowski differentiates three main functions of language: pragmatic ﬁ.mcl‘lon in whlgll the language
function is interpreted as a form of activity, magic function in which the language _innctvlon Is interpreted as a
means of control on environment and narrative function in which the Ianguag_c function is ‘mt_erprulcd as a
place for keeping all useful and needed information (Sinar: 2008). In the case of character puslldmg, teachers’
language use is interpreted as a means of control on environment, namely, the characters of their students.

D.  BUILDING STUDENTS’ CHARACTERS THROUGH TEACHER’S LANGUAGE

USE: IMPLEMENTATION )

How to build students’ characters through teacher’s language use? Let me show you ho-w 1o do it
English teachers’ focus of teaching is, usually, on their students ability to use the Ianguagt_: being learned
actively, fluently, accurately and communicatively. In other words, Their teaching focu§ 15 on students’
English language ability. If they can reach the target, they consider they are successful in their language
teaching. Is it just the aim of a foreign language teaching? Surely not. As educators, we must do more. We
should motivate our students to learn things independently, work with others, be rCSponmbl‘e, be diligent, be
friendly, be punctual, be honest, work hard, thank God and others, love their country, environment and the
world, and many others. As a result, our language uses inside and outside of the classrooms must be
well-controlled. e

Inside of the classrooms, we can plan the words we are going to use, from the very beginning up to the
end of the lesson. Let’s say, for example, when we will start the lesson, we greet our students by using
motivating words like “Good morning my great students?” How are the things? | believe that everything runs
well, right? When starting the lesson, we invite our students to say prayer to God first by saying, for instance
“Well my beloved students, we are lucky that we are in a good condition today. Of course, this is because of the
blessing of our God. Therefore, it is our obligation to thank our God ” Or, when we check whether our students
did their homework or not, we can say something like ” My beloved students, please open your exercise book.
All of you did your homework. Right? I'm sure you did because I know that you are responsible students.
Anybody who did not do the homework? In case, there are students spontaneously raising their hand and
saying, “I did not do it ma’am”, as wise teachers, we will not directly punish them. Maybe, it will be more
useful and more influential if we say something like this “Ok. Being honest is good. I do appreciate your
honesty. But, for the next meeting I do hope that all of you do your homework for the sake of your future. No
more excuse, ok? I believe that you are responsible students”.

During the lesson, to teach Simple Present Tense, to use sentences like “ | think Roberto is a kind
man... I feel that it is important to respect other people’s opinions.” (Azar,1999: 16) are good for students’
character building. The use of the sentences of the same kinds by all the teachers in Indonesia is really
imperative if we really care about the reconstruction of our nation character. Thus, to teach the tense. the
sentences used by the teachers either for explanation and for exercises should use the positive words which can
build our students’ characters. As a result, not only their English capability but also their characters will be
improved. Let’s see the following sentences, for more examples:

e ]am adiligent student.

I always do my homework.

I love animals.

We are friendly people.

I hate cheating,.

Honesty is the best policy.

¢ ]love to help my parents.

e lrespect my teacher.

e Indonesia is a lovely country.
e We are responsible people.

e  Watering flowers is my hobby.

The words thank, love, respect, great, beloved, blessing, responsible,
others are motivating and can build our students characters. Therefore, each
classroom should contain things useful not only for
building.

To use those sentences, teachers can apply the technique of role playing to make their students study
social behavior and values. Joyc_e, Weil and Showers (1992: 67) mention two basic reasons why a teacher
mlgh_t decide to use th_e technique, i.e.: to begin a systematic program of social ed ucation and to counsel a group
of children to deal with an immediate human-relations problem. In teaching a language, equal time is given to
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sach of the four strands of _rnea?:ng-fbcpsed input, meaning-focused output, ]anguage-focusgd Ie_armﬁ%halgg
fluency development. Meanmg-d_ocused INput involves getting input through listening and reading in W Ies -
]eamefs’ focus 18 o? understanding the message and‘where only a small proportion of language featur
Jtside the Jearners” present level Of.proﬂCIency (Nation and Newton, 2009). ,
*" To end the lesson, we can assign our students to work in unison outside of the classroom. Let’s say, for
example, assigning them to make a conversation of a role-playing situation. Every member must hav_e a rolehll:
he conversation. The assignment will strengthen the process of language mastery and character ‘bulldm.g
we did in the classroom previously. Again, what we do during the pre-, whilst-, and post- teaching activities
will improve our students’ language capability and their characters. _
Outside of the classroom, the English teachers can be models for their students in using appmprsat_e and
acceptable Janguage. Even, if they speak using their native language, the language they use (the ‘chmc.e of
words and the way to say the words) must show that they are the models for their students and the_:r society.
This way the teachers make the students get used to the good language use and this will be their habit. In other
words, the teachers use habituation as a method of education. Fadillah and Khorida (2013: 172-174) point out
that habituation method is very practical for the building the characters of young age children. Habituation 1s
done through performing skills and saying something to children in order that they can master appropriate
ways or manners. Habituation will generate values internalization rapidly (Mulyasa (2012: I66-]§8).
Education through habituation, according to him, can be performed intentionally in teaching through specific
planning and unintentionally in daily life performed routinely, spontaneously, and through providing a model.
Routine habituation might be in the forms flag ceremonies, collective prayers, cleanliness and self health-
keeping. Spontaneous habituation might be in the forms of behavioral formations of greeting, putting the
rubbish into rubbish-can, queuing up, and overcoming different ideas (quarrelling). Habituation through
modeling might be in the forms of daily behaviors like getting dressed neatly, using good language, reading
many books, praising others” kindness or success, and being punctual.

E. CONCLUSION

Nation character building can be reconstructed if all the citizens, especially teachers —including an
English teacher— realize how their language use influences the characters of the younger generation.
Therefore, adults, including English teachers, should use the positive words that can build again the positive
characters that this nation used to own. The teachers’ use of the characters or good language will gradually be

able to reconstruct the characters of Indonesian citizens. In other words, nation character building can be
reconstructed through teachers’ language use.
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