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TEACHERS’ ROLE IN BUILDING STUDENTS' CHAR
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING CLAS _
Meiva Mutia Rahmi dan Rita Erlinda t{'-
English Education Department STAIN Batusangkar
meivamutia22@yahoo.cos -

Abstract

Teacher plays an essential role in education process. The success of a learning proces
behavior depends on how well the teacher treat the students. The tench_ers also h‘“, 0 be a
student in every classroom interaction. Teaching English will be meaningful when the
teaching process into the development of students’ character. When the students behave
society, the education process can be said meet the goal of education. Any subject matte

concern about this issue, especially in English language teaching. The students are not
linguistic structure of the language but also how their character can be built through the
This paper aims to give an overview about the teachers’ role in building student’s cha
language teaching classroom. It is dealing with what is the nature of character and its imp
It also describes the roles of teacher as character educator and how to integrate character
language teaching which can be done through some way, such as habituation, integratii
into English material, cooperative learning in English teaching classroom and Instructi
Teaching. -

Keywords: Classroom Activities, Character, Character Building, English Language

Teaching.“Character isn’t inherited. One builds its daily by the way one thinks and acts, thought b
actions by actions (Helen G. Douglas)”

A. INTRODUCTION
* Globalization era brings positive and negative impact in our social life. It can not
a change in how people live in this era. The influence of technology such as internet has
new era of life. It is also influence student which naturally the generation of the natio
toward their behavior where they can get the information easily but do not filter which is
It is because the nature of students are easily imitate and try the new thing that they ge
problem that happen in our environment recently mostly about the students behavior and it is ¢
the failure of education that naturally happen in school. Simply to put, globalization has br our gen
into the new world which causes weak character among young generation. It also results many impli
our social life where there are many social issues that related to moral virtue of the students come alon
this technology era. e

The social problem that found in our society recently, mainly which is related to students
cheating, violence are often related to the failure of character building in education proce S
and learning process that happen between teachers and students. According to Adi (2011
and moral issues in today’s society such as corruption, students’ riot, social horizontal con
are often associated with the moral and character education and building. Furtherm
(2013:187) explain that the lack of attitude among students happens due to several f
attention from parents at home, second is about financial problem and the last is the
teacher who does not give the attention to the students so they are free to do what they v
rules that they have to pay attention. The role of the teacher in classroom is not of
knowledge through the material or the lesson but more that that they have responsi', i
students’ behavior or to build students’ character into the good way. But this main
sounds, score oriented where the students attending school only for preparing
examination and get the mark at the end of school year so that they can get a jo
problem that most of the teacher only teaching without educating seem like th ’
world faced today.

Dealing with these problems, Aunillah (2011:9) states that since 2010 the
Ministry of National Education Affairs established the application of 1
education in Indonesia. In addition, Suardana (2012:1) also stated that based on In:
system law number 20 year 2003, chapter 3 states that the goal of national edu
people with life skill and good character building, therefore all levels of ec k
education into curriculum, syllabus, lesson plan and also in mmhing :

320 4
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act, second it is needed to consolidate

who has good personality bright thought and nice 5 LT
has g S & £ . improve the civilizatio hatj
multicultural society behavior, and the last character ed“ca-"og ﬂn??nd Harianto (201 l'n]g)fa :
compete in the world association. In addition Schwartz In 54 : A

: : i follow; (1) it helps the sty
rel: C ; i haracter education has functions as ; ! ! dent
elation to school community, character educ o face any challenge in their life, (3);&

the successful in school and in life, (2) it helps the student ibili i i ions.
positive attitude and behavior oi‘lhc(su)ulenls and decrease the Po,sslbl“ly Ohfdlomg e s
Svalytns atsohos] actibacet on tie OFALNIEERS and the last (5) it makes the learning process easjer
eflicient.

= It is clear that character education Pl“)'sf ﬂnlimpo.trt;;
influences almost all the component of human life where 1 : i )
world association and the rootLOf this goal is the students or [h.e yquth, X bly g e & Cha{acwr ;
for students which are naturally the next generation of a nation in their learning process or in Other

integrating character building through subject matters that students will get in the classroom in n

answer this challenge.

nt role in building civilization of 5
the pointer of the successful of a na;,

DUCATOR 7.
Classroom is not only about teaching the Jingyic.

ole as character educator. How the tar.

D. TEACHERS’ ROLE AS CHARACTER 'E
The role of teacher in English Language Teaching

structure of language but more than that the teacher has main I " r
educates the character become another issues, but the best way that the teacher can do is to be a role m L

teaching characters and moral virtues to the students. As explain by Harmer (2004:1) a good teacher js :
students so that she or he is not only a teacher but a ay

well and it comes through the lesson. It means that teachers in the_: ClaS.STOl:)m hi_is_a position not tobeqif’;a
teacher but the way she or he acts in from of the students play crucial Po'm"”_b“'ld'"g students character gr j,
other word the students like the teacher who has good personality and can imitate their teacher easily,
According to Lumpkin (2008:47) a teacher’s integrity is observed by the students and they evaluate the
character of their teacher based on how they are treated and taught. There are five major moral virtues thy
teacher can models in classroom for the students which are honesty, trust, falmess, respect and l‘%ponsibiﬁ(y
Furthermore, she explains these five points as follow. F irst, honesty, teacher dlsplays honest by telling the tru
s and commitments such as maintainir

and acting in an honorable way which includes fulfilling the promise : _ :
the confidentiality of the student records. It also includes not lying, cheating or stealing as teachers fulfill thejr

professional responsibilities. For example, when the teacher promises the students about submitting the
assignment in certain time and will give the feedback of students’ work in given time. she or he has to make it

happen, it is a simple model that teacher can give to the student to filling up honesty as character to the students.
others that develop whenever people fulfill

Second, #rust, an honest person can be trusted. Trust is belief in
tments. Take the example in giving students’ mark: the teachers have to have their
very single assessment that they do and the students’ achievement can be well

who has personality and doesn’t hide it from the

their promise and commi

own grading rubric, so that e
recorded, when the students asking their point, teacher can explain where it comes from.

Third, fairness, it requires that all students have same opportunity to meet the standards in skill test and
receive an appropriate grade; it is related to the trust of the students to their teachers. When the teacher has his

own grading rubrics and assessing the student in the same way, teachers will have explanation when the
students ask about their achievement, but although the students have same opportunity to get a good grade, it

still depends on how well the students trying to get the best. [n other word, the students still have possibility to
receive a different grade. The next is respect. Respect means the teachers care for the students as unique
individuals. Developing a respectful sense of community within the class is vitally important, the teacher who
model respect will always appreciate each individual students, even when the behavior of some may be less
than worthy of this respect. The last is responsibility. Teachers demonstrate responsibility by being morally
accountable for their actions and fulfilling their duties. Responsible teachers are well prepared for each class
and provide prompt and constructive feedback to students to help facilitate the learning process. :
Integrating character into education, especially into learning process and in this case into English
language learning is needed and has to be integrated into curriculum, syllabus, lesson plan and tea"f..._.'
learning material. But before, the role of teacher as model in teaching character and moral virtues has tobe
maximized, because the first thing that students easily imitate in classroom is their teacher. Teacher hasnrllﬁl
role in classroom, when it has well-began by the teacher in modeling character, the planning of the Jesson or the
material that has been well prepared which is integrated into character would easily executed as well. 5

E. CHARACTER BUILDING AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING

Character building can be integrated into every subject matter in school, including into
language teaching. Language has a central role in the development of the imellecu;al, social, and eme
students and is supporting the success of the study all subjects (Melinda and Amir, 2013). English
courses equip learners the ability to communicate in their ﬂaily lives in accordan,:e'With e globﬂ'd
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Would follow it or at least because of the rule that teacher established about on tim
attend the class. Make them learn to love their environment, can-'Ci'”'Y their classroor
the important of keep the cleanness when the teacher leads lhcm'lo do it. Warn the sy
Ot rubbish and lead them to put away the rubbish into the place will teach them about ¢
and also responsibility, i

Teaching character to the studants can not be deons only in one night, it needs ¢
classroom, (cac]u‘l‘ is the center, teacher is the model and in teaching character the
simplest thing. When the student makes such a simple good thing to be their habit, th

by itself and as the teacher, they have a responsibility to build their students character
Knowledge.

2. Integrating character education into English material :
English, as other language, consist of merely symbols, grammatical rules, patter
not be studied without content, therefore one of its content can be local cultures comp:
which are relevant to students® real life situation and meaningful for character building (S
teaching English, there are several texts that will be learned by the students. One of th
Narrative text is viewed as a text that can be a good resource for building students’ ¢
Yeasmin, Azad and Ferdous (2011: 288), stories can both entertain and educate for le
narrative story is not only to amuse or entertain but it is also a good media in teaching mg
The teacher has to design an appropriate learning material through lesson plan, ¢
story that can teach the student about the moral value. The text chooses which is closel
would be a good way to introduce the students about the local wisdom which can be build
an example of Minang culture. Using a narrative story in teaching English can be th
because one of kinds of narrative story is folktales. The story of Malin Kundang which
Minang society can be taught to deliver moral value about the bad children, so that the s
behavior of Malin is not a good example.

a. The Legend of Malin Kundang i
A long time ago, in a small village near the beach in West Sumatra. a woman and her so
were Malin Kundang and her mother. Her mother was a single parent because Malin Ku
passed away when he was a baby. Malin Kundang had to live hard with his mother.
Malin Kundang was a healthy, dilligent, and strong boy. He usually went to sea to
getting fish he would bring it to his mother, or sold the caught fish in the town. One day.
Kundang was sailing, he saw a merchant's ship which was being raided by a small band
helped the merchant. With his brave and power, Malin Kundang defeated the pirates. The m:
happy and thanked to him. In return the merchant asked Malin Kundang to sail with him.
Malin Kundang agreed. He left his mother alone. Many years later, Malin Kundang becam
had a huge ship and was helped by many ship crews loading trading goods. Perfectly he had
too. When he was sailing his trading journey, his ship landed on a beach near a small vill _
recognized him. The news ran fast in the town: “Malin Kundang has become rich and now
An old woman ran to the beach to meet the new rich merchant. She was Malin Kund
She wanted to hug'him, released her sadness of being lonely after so long time. Unfortuns
mother came, Malin Kundang who was in front of his well dressed wife and his ship crews der
that old lonely woman. For three times her mother begged Malin Kundang and for three ti
her. At last Malin Kundang said to her "Enough, old woman! | have never had a mother like
ugly woman!" After that he ordered his crews 1o set sail. He would leave the old mother
time she was full of both sadness and angriness. Finally, enraged, she cursed Malin Kunda
turn into a stone if he didn't apologize. Malin Kundang just laughed and really set sail.
In the quiet sea, suddenly a thunderstorm came. His huge ship was wrecked and it
Malin Kundang to apologize. He was thrown by the wave out of his ship. He fell on a smi
really too late for him to avoid his curse. Suddenly, he turned into a stone.
(Source:http:/unders, tandingtext.blogspot.com/2009/05 narrative-analvsis-on
The other kind of narrative story that can be used by the teacher is fable. Fable is th
by animals. For example the story of the grasshopper and the ant, )

b. The Ant and the Grasshopper

One summer's dz?y, a merry _Grasshopper was dancing, singing and playing hi
heart. He saw an Ant passing by, bearing along with great toil a wheatear to store for the
sing with me instead of working so hard™, said the Grasshopper “Let’s have fun t

food for the winter™, said the Ant, “and | adyise You to do the same.”™ “Don’t wo

324
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qway’, said the Grasshopper, laughi
) the winter IS Gmss'%:l;:%ra\;::? But the Ant wouldn't fisten and d his toil
to the Ant’s fityg nd continued his tol
se and

- <onand also joyful for the students. So, they will en

ood for their character. When choosing the ctor] njoy
~ory and the level of students ability, so that’s the’
<o build students’ character through the moral v

|s0

the class and learn 4 ;
th something from the story which us
e teacher also need to consider the level of difficulty of the

sto; : )
Story can be working out in the classroom activity which can
irtues of the story.

q

Cooperative Learning in English T i y
. C lasgroonu activities also Prov%de an ;;;lgll’:lugni(t:;atf)s:}?: :11 t(;,Bu“d A e i
e hrough cooperative learning. According to Lie o 7630 er to deve!op studet'lts’ t_:ehawor. It can be
ot i culture an d through appropaleic =T :17) cooperative leamning is really close to
b les, it can be also as a media in building students’

»rh?h ‘?re severgl merls Of ccqperatwe_ learning that can be used by teacher in classroom activities, for
example “Inside Ouiside Circle” which provides the student an opportunity to sharing anything with their
friends in the circle, it will bu'lld up students’ respect to others students, because they will meet their
mexpected friend through the circle, it will avoid the feeling of unwillingm,ass to share and cooperate with
certain students among the class participant.

Other activity that also useful to builds students is “two stay two stray” which divides students in a
group consist of four. Every group has to discuss certain topic and group and has own responsibility about their
own topic. Once, two out of four students in the group should move to other group and share their discussion
esult into their new group, this activity is really useful to build up students’ responsibility- Playing “make a
match in English classroom activities can also teach the students how to be honest, trust and faimess. When the
students have to find their partner which has same topic with them, no matter who are their partner. each pairs
1o be honest in showing their topic and trust each other in matching their idea, because everyone would get
- varmer. it will make them learn how to live in fair.

(lassroom activities that the teachers choose have to be suitable with the material that will be delivered.
The three types of cooperative learning that discussed above can be an option for the teacher to integrate the
character building through English language learning classroom.

4 Character Building through Instructional Media of English Teaching :

Students can easily learn from what they see and hear. It is also a good way to provide the opportunity to
the students to see which the good and bad thing is for them through what they can see and hear. In classroom
activity. the use of instructional media not only can help the students to understand the lesson but they als'o can
leam something from what they see and hear. The teacher creativity to make the classroom to be meaningful
they have to consider the use of instructional media. According to Ruis, Muhyidin and Waluyo (2.00‘9: 1) Meqla
S really useful in helping to achieve the learning goals and Ihe_ teacher should use the m?dla ln.teachmg
because of several reasons, they are because media can; (a) S_Olvm_g the IE}CK of the Iear}r:ers experience, (t?)
reachine evervthine out of the class, (c) creating p0551ble' direct mtefactlon betweendt e :eamers and their
environment, '(d) ;;roducing some observations, (C') keeping the basic, °°“cf":; ?}:‘e cf:crz?entc:i‘;ts c:f :t}:e
teaching, (f) arousing students’ motivation and (g) integrating the GXpeHEIRe SSReTe

dostract one. s A .

Many kinds of media that teacher can use in the classroom actwfn)r/r; i(l)ir;er t:,fl ;:;:n nl15e ;;Zusgcl:sg;a.i SThZ ::i
of Visual media can be through picture, €hart dravlE or i mOStec?ne the teacher can show two pict‘:re of
Point. When teaching deseriptive text for example, I describing som ethir; 200d and another one is famous
@ famous fisure wh?ch one of them is famous because doing som & |d know what the good

S tures, the students would know what the goo

s d pic
“{Lau\c doing something bad. By showing the ;W(L ;gntt}r]?ig ﬂ?at ey ol ~void related to the person in
fing that they can imitate is and what is the

: ready described. Another
description, it will make them learn how to b€ @ good pers_ofn m(;?on\]/?szgle ::;:aEO?Iexanzple video recording.
Media which is also interesting and meaningful is the use ! al'Jded a sound to make it more alive. In teaching
Jesides showine a picture motion, video recording also provieEe teaching news item. The teacher can show
II““s'lish_ the Ieac:herpcan also use this kind of media, for example ll:e offect of that situation. The students can
"¢ Students a short video about students violence and what is 1

[ . - -
Easil that the violence jsnota good habit, so they have to avoid it.
1y get the idea of the text while they also learn

[95)
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G, CONCLUSION aaamiat
Tl bisle concept of sducation 1 m (niky B AR o

student e e bullt s s need o be taken Ino sscomd, Craacer S 55 s

e (i 1) bl Sneinnt s CHm IS a8
manifestation of thelr thought and conduet. 1o o & o
needs process nnd also Himes, Becauss it s oA v/r(idf{'l'gw o “‘” ‘
(0 b neoustomed and modeled, Students can easily Wonme ”h,(‘ M?’ s -
condition tw make them learn from what they %%, ""’f’“‘"’ Veaches 624008
but their personality Is the guaranty for this provlern. Ihe W&WD” >S9 e
student, ‘The integration of character education o !’/M mm
matters, including English, Character education has wkmﬂm R 7 of
are planning, implementing and evaluating. In integratng e ,
there are several principles which is needed 1o be fchkomed, 'M “)“ s
nctlve-involvement principle, the immersion principhe, the feponiny M«k 2
awareness principle and the assessment principhe, bt the teachers” W%' z
nctivities for the student is the most imporstant point 28 4. Imegraing Cumacikes ¢
language learning classroom can be through material and activities. One of e best s
is through the narrative story, It provides not only estenzining siory et Ziso 2 micas
lesson on it. The classroom activity can be als0 2 good media for tae teaches 1o teacie
One of them is though cooperative leaming which can enrich students” Bonessy,
responsibility. It can be done through inside outside circle, two stzy w0 Sy
teacher can do a lot more than just transferring the knowledge to the studests. fhey
student learn, especially how to make a change into their behavior which s defasscly
in good way. Character building is very important for 2 nation” futive. everyone b=
this nation. But, it can be done instantly, it needs process. With evervonc’s cifos
achieved at the end.
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